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A Good man- — ---will guide his 
Aﬀeairs with Diſcretion. 


Rudence ( if we diſcourſe con- 
cerning it with propriety) 
is net ſomuch a diftiaet and 
particular Virtue, as the com 

mon Governeſi of all the Virtues, It 

7 conſidereth the at which we aim z 

it chuſcth honeſt and uſeful 2Mears, and 
ficteth them to their end; it con» 
duQteth _ jt rae eramge =- their 

OPCration 3 a CiÞ> 

cumſtances of humane life. 


k is true, there may be: ſomething 
done without it which is; in its na» 
ture, good ; but, even then, it cam» 


| nedet ark bl 
corre the approbation 
right - A Xn 
F | 


"SITICETELIT 


is wiſe, is to ſay moſt abſurdly of it, 
that it is not it ſelf, 


The uſeful influence of Diretion * by 
appeareth, plainly, in all the Aﬀairs + fer; 
of a Chriſtian Man. But 1 ſhall on- | be 
ly give an inſtance of it in the exer» | out 
cife of Charity whether it be when | fices 
we uſe Reproof, or adminiſter Alm 7 Tex 


Jn lens of , it is Diſcretion | a bo 
which RE ws of Vice | 
are nafig to be expoſedy, at what | bis. 
ſeaſons Men in fault are in the fitzeſt 
gemper for Adyice z wha are thoſe bep- 
27 boars in which they are ſofteſt, and | 
moſt rece ay raped tm ron te | gum 
On $ by whe fps and degrees we ought Þ crets 
to proceed; when we are to favor 
the modeſty, or to daſk the confidence, 
of Offenders 3 how we ought to pro» 
n the de of qur- Paſſion to 
quality of the Offence ;, leſt, by 
equal yehemence agaigh __ and 
umption, we hinder the ignorant 
From dicerning whether the cxime be 
yenial, or yaworthy of fayous. . 


WHT 
we weaken (rote 


| 


ya Ales. 


fay, very injurious) profuſcneſs, when» 
ſoever Prudence is not the difpexſer of 
them, Alms arecalf'd, in years, 
' by the vencerableName of 
| ferings. But, whatſoever the Alec 
| be at which they are preſented with4 
out Dsſe they arefo many Sicrs 
| fices without Salt. Wherefore, in the 
' Text, Charity and Prudence meet to- 
; gether' in this excellent character of 
a bountiful Perſon ; A good Man [ ſhew- 
th favour, and lendeth, and} will guide 
his Affairs with Diſcretven. 


You perceive, by this Introdutti- 
- on, what is like to be my preſent Ar- 


ument, that particular ane of Def 
- Als, and not thas of 


And, indeced, it a te eve- 
ry judicious Chriſtian o cxcelitent and 
fo a duty; that it is di 
cult for ſack a one to prevent amaze- 


+ 
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Of Difcvetion 
Charity be a Virzne? 1 mean this of 
ſuch a Man as is not well acquainted 
with their uſual way of tying knots 
upoa the plaineſt things, to ſhew their 
dexterity in the ſolution. 

Now, in purſuance of my intended 


Gubject, | fhall, 


Ks the firſt plave, inquire who that 
ood Man is who is defcribed inthe 
Text, as a perſon, at the ſame time 
weſt, and liberal. 


Seeendly, 1 ſhall ſhow, in general 
that ought, evermore , to be 
govern'd by Dijcretion, 


Thirdly , 1 ſhall lay, before your 
+a thoſe particular mea- 
faces of Religious Prudence by which 
a Man, truly and wiſely Charitable, 
docs guide bis Aff airs. 


Fearthly , 1 (ball earneſtly move 
this Audience (if need "there be of 


importunity in ſo a cauſe and 
in a Chriſtian ) both: to Che, 
wy it ſelf, and tothe Prudence of it 


Latly 


A 


| 


| | 


in gfving Alms. 

' Laſtly , Under this Exhortation, [ 
ſhall dire to ſuch means as are proper 
to be nfed towards the attainment of 
this great perfetion of diſcreet and 
rational Bounty. 


And all this, to the intent that they 
whom God hath proſper'd, may be 
perſwaded both to comminicate , and 
todo it in ſuch prudent and profitable 
manner z that the Providence of God 
may be glorify'd by man's wife and 

ood management of its liberality to 

im; that the publick Needs may be 
the more conveniently ſupply'd ; and 
that men of equal Diſcretion and Cha- 
rity may lay wp for themſelves a goed 
foundation againſt the time to come, and, 
# length, lay bold of eternal life. 


I am (by the order |] have- pre 
ſcrib'd to my ſelf ) to inquire, in 


The firſt place, Who that good Man 
ts, in commendation of whoſe Chari. 
ty and prudence, not only the Texr, 
but this whole Pſalm, is penn'd. And 
it is manifeſt by theſe following words 
[ be ſheweth favour and lendeth ] that 
by ſuch a one is meant, a Man of gen- 
| tle 
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Of Diſcretion - 
tle temper and generous difpoſition ; 
a Man neuther rigsd nor ſelpſp: one to 
whom beloag The good 
Zone we live in, whi 
and fruitful. So that this kind 
neſs confiſteth in two yery valuable 
things, fwcesneſs of natare, and largeneſs 
of heart. And both theſe generally go 
together. For is is with the Soul of 
Man as it is with the parts of matter, 
which, the lefler they are, they are 
—g the harder,and the more inflexi» 
e. 


And, Fuſt, This Good Adur excelleth 


ia fweetne(s and goodneſs of Nature. 
By which 1 mean got that calineſs of 
temper which renders him aptto be le- 
duced , but that humanity of diſpo- 
ſition which prepares him with incli- 
nationto do good. T he Hebrew word 
which, in one Tcanflation, is rendred 
[ 4 good Man } is, in that of the Se- 
venty, iaterpreted by xgugts which fig- 
nifics gemele andbemgn. And Phavort 
mu + gloſſeth this Greek word by 


that other of Arend;, equitable , cle+ 


ment, void of rigour, humane, mer- 


Secondly, 


iticy of the. 
is rate, 
Gard. 


——_ 


ingibing Ams, 


" Serondly, This Good Man exccileth 

; 1dr fs of heart. 'F%* bonus is; 

. | here, Fir wits. A Good Man is a 

. I Man ofcful tohis Generarion. by this 
ferife the Law's ſrid'® to be, not! only * Rom. 9; 
bely Cora Rule ſeparate from the” im 12- 
morat medſures whichthe World Wives 
by TJ and juf [.tharts, a Rote of tight 
reaſon ] but Good alſo; that is, #Rule 
uſeful and ſerviceable to all who fol- 
tow it. Rm nt = [- 
ovs, 'nor ſ{@ mack as r 5 
but (like-rve-beſt of Beings of __ 

| Plas (aid, that chere wat 'n6 Envy 
ornarrownels in dim) diffuſive iffaſire of poog 
will and fayver towards -all 
He is One who dd meady, ſome 4$.Matt. $ 
excellertt 3 ſomerhing more” ge. 47 
n ethers, who like 


- [fhey introduce him ſpeakingin this pro- 
veſd: That which 41, thine is , for me 

; and that which x mine 

* This is He for. whom 


kev bs, won yayhy we? - irs 
ſeryeth) 9,9 _ 


wy ſacr 


Ha 
us rye ty pt 


Y thay God would 
2. thouſands to 


Good 


in the T 


Aldo 


add thouſands 
his Order ; I come to prove, 


of ſuch a Man's nature, 
of his heart and hand, are alwa 
be govern'd by | 
is a truth which needs a6 labori 


Of Diſcretion 

ſerveth ) even dare to die. And cert 
ly he who, when there is 
cients pay els pros 
preſerve the more uſeful 
ik of that, ſome Mag 
eb Good 
ſome- Here in generous Views can 
never fall an 
the Eyes of God or any virtuous Be, 
holder. 


Victim in 


thus, fſhew'd you who this 


and 3 boar 


»! 


* 


his 


1 diculous and indecent. 


in-giving Als, 
there are Receivers, whoſe Needs- are 
different, and whoſe Merits cre une- 
qual. And the ſame kind of Alas, 
and the ſame meaſures are not, at all 
times, yr to be given or received 
by the ſame Perſons, And therefore, 
ir is neceſlary-that Men” be furniſh'd 
with diſcretion, by which they may be 


qualifi'd for the due cxconomy * of * LXX. 
their Alms, and diſpoſed to be good Oecore* 
( or uſeful ) Stewards of the manifold ##9%. 

grace f (or temporal liberality) of God. 7 » - 


Now ( Secondly ) unleſs our Charity 
be judicionſly weigh'd -and proport*- 
on'd, three great inconyeniencies will 
atzend it. 


For (Firft) without ſuch judicious eſti- 
mation, our Charity will be, oftey, ri- 
Hence many 
have given humorous Alms, and con- 
ceited Legacies, and have made Sta- 
tutes reliſhing of Monkiſh Caprice 3 
and written Folly, in very legible Cha- 
racters, upon the Front of their Foug- 


dation. Hence ſome , whoſe devo, 
tion ha's had Ignorance for its Mo- 
wo Churches in the 
; enda- 
magiug 


ther, have built 
fame Inslefers in gy Village 


Dk Diſcretion 
maging the publick ſervice of God by 
dividing, the Aſſembly. Hence a Man | _. 
otherwiſe of no ordinary Figure in the liry 

ey th Eogliſh Chronicle *, is ſaid to baye re- 

Ref. par: TOlved to increaſe his forty ſeven Me | ,- 

1. p. 22. #«ſteries to the number of fifty, becauſe | _:- 
that was the number of the year of } x7 
Jubilee, A reaſon derived from no 
deeper Cauſe than the pleaſure which } ,.. 
the chime of thoſe agreeing numbers 


70 


made in his weak imagination. = 
Secondly; unleſs Diſcretion adjuſteth _ 


and proportioneth our Alms, we ſhall | ,,. 
do leſs good-with them than is in our | 11. 
power. Good is to be done; and eve-] ,,. 
ry degree of Good is Good. And] 1 


though a Man is not obliged to do al-j ,,. 
ways that which, inthe abſtracted ſpe- | ,.. 
culation of it, is beſt; yet true Phi-| 4. 
loſophy, as well as Theology ſeemeth | |... 
to allure us, that there are no ſuch things | 10 
as Moral Counſels which are not alſo Com=| |... 


mands; And that every Man is bound| 1. 
to do whatſoever is, in his Circum- 
Kances, beſt to be done by him, and 
eaſily underſtood by him, to be beſt. I 
Now how dwelleth the love of God rw, 
and goodneſs ina that Man, who, 
-when he may do a greater good, do's 
| icrationally 


in giding Alms, 
irrationally chuſe to do a leſs, by a 
careleſs and indiſcriminating Liberas 
lity ? There is a certain proportion 
of needs and proviſions, in the World. 
And, in many places of it, the pro. 
viſions do ſcarce ballance the needs. 
Wherefore, there is cogent reaſon 
for the making of our Charity go as 
faras it can. Andif it is to be done 
for the beſt, Diſcretion muſt gnide 
vs in the performance, For what 
Harveſt can we expeQ from that pre- 
cious ſeed of Alms, which is either 
thrown on an heap , or ſcattered at 
all adventures, and in ſuch fort, that 
the cultivated Land is not diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the fallow and unbroken; 
that the very Rocks and High-ways 
areſown ;, and that the Birds of Prey 
devour that which ought to have 
been committed to the good ground, 
aud to have takenroot there, and to 
have ſprung up, from thence , for 
the OTA of Man's indigent Na» 
ture 


I ſhould offend againſt manifeſt 
Truth, if I ſhould ſay, that no good 
can be done by indiſcreet Alms : For 
good is, often, done by prodigality it 

B 2 ſalf, 
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ſelf, of which ſome ſpoils, accidene 
tally, fall to the lot of the wiſe and (0- 
ber. Butzthe greater the prudence,the grea- 
ter the good. And itis with Alms as 
with Eſtates, where balf of the Riches 
do's conſiſt in the diſcretion of the Ow- 
ner. A Judicions Man will ſerve more 
good purpoſes with a few pence, than 
animprudent Man with a” great num. 
ber of Talents. We ſee it daily, that a 
competent Revenue, by good manage- 
ment and God's blefling, ſupporteth 
divers Families, and divers Societies 
founded by Charity, in very decent and 
comfortable manner, And $S. Chry- 


*48,Chryſ. ſoſtome 4 reporteth concerning - the 
Hom. 67. Church of Antioch, That, in his time, 
Matt. the ſmall Revenge of it, well apply'd, 


did maintain three thouſand Widows 
and Virgins , beſides the Clergy, . the 
Priſoners, the Strangers, the hows 
On the other a , it cannot eſcape 


our moſt negligent obſervation, that * 


there are ſome ſingle Perſons [ſome did 
I ſay? Would Cod they were-to be 
eaſily numbred ] who have had grea- 
ter abundance in this World than mas 
ny Families, and publick Fonndations. 
And yet, by Imprudence, and by Vice 
( Vice which is the greateſt of lodif- 
cretions ) 


in gibing Alns. 
cretions) they have conſumed the 
very ſtock, and outliv'd all bur the 
miſerable remembrance of their former 
plenty,and the brutiſh abuſe of it. And 
yet, it may be, they never did one 
worthy deed , nor enjoy'd themſelves 
as Men of Honour and Condition, 
nor fatisfi'd many of the moſt juſt 
Debts : 1 mean ſuch as have been due 
cicher for faithful ſervice, or for the 
conveniences of life, 

Thirdly, without judicious eſtimati- 
on, we ſhall do real dammage with 
our Alms; and inverting the method 


of the All-wiſe God { which the ſame . 


God forbid )) we ſhall bring Evi! out 
of Good. By not diſtioguiſbing aright 
of Perſons, and cheic needs z we ſhall 
encourage Vice, inſtead of relieving 
Poverty, We ſhall imitate ſenſual 
Men who conſider only the craving 
of the vitiated Appetite, and not the 
real health of the Body. For inſtead 
of ſupporting, according to our power 
and kill, the juſt neceſſicics of the 
Commonwealth; we ſhail be tempted, 
by giving ear to the clamorous impor - 
tunitics of the idle, the vicious, the 
hypocritical , to nouriſh the Plagues 
aud feed the Diſcaſes of it. 

B 3 By 


By theſe means weſhall make it ne- 
cefſary for us to fepeat this Prayer 
( for which there is too frequent cauſe ; 
though, | fear, it is very rarely uſed ) 
© Ged forgive me the prodigality of 
* my Alms, God forgive me the indif- 
*cretion of my Charity, 


The neceſlity of Prudence in conjun- 
Rion with Charity being thus, in more 
general manner, evinced , I proceed, 


In the thirdplace, To the more par- 
ticular rules and meaſures of Religious 
Diſcretion in relation to Alms. Theſe 
(1 think) may be comprehended un- 
der the two following beads: 


Firft, Diſcretion in providing, pre- 
ſerving, or increaſing wealth ; that 
we may have ability to do good, 


_ Secondly, Diſcretion in diſpenſing of 
it, that we may do it to the beſt 
and wiſeſt purpoſes. 


Firſt, The prudence of Charity 
conſifteth in that Diſcretion which 
provideth, preferveth, increaſeth 
wealth, that we may have ability ro do 


good, 


in giving Ams. 
good, and to continue in doing of it, 
and in bearing of ſuch uſeful fruit un- 
til we die. It is the care of every 

ood Man to be rather helpful than 

cthenſome. There will be always 
enow unavoidable neceſſities: And, 
therefore , he who wilfully createth 
more, is an unjuſt Uſurper upon the 
ſabſtance of the Rich, and an uncharita- 
ble diminiſher of the Alms of the Poor. 


Now, towards the making of our 
fortune, religious Prudence preſcribeth 
ſuch means as thele : 


To begin with God, praying for 
direQtion and ſucceſs to that Govern» 
our of the World, to whom, after all 
our planting and watering, we owe 
the increaſe. To furniſh our ſelyes 
with competent skill in the affairs we 
undertake, To be diligent in them 
without anxiety , which interrupteth 
the ſteddy thoughts of Prudence, and 
hangeth weights upon buſineſs, To nſe 
the converſation of a few familiar 
Friends; and of fuch as may nor 
rob us of our time , our ſubſtance, 
our innocence. To Account accurately, 
and often. Not to eſteem it a point of 
diſhonour to examine the reckonings 

B 4. of | 


Ok Diſcretion: 
of impoling and unreaſonable Men. 
Not to think it unworthy of us to bar- : 
gain ſometimes ( as do the Policeſt of 
people, the [talians) for our Food 
and our Raiment, To cut off all vain 
and unneceſſary, and much more all 
diſſolute, Expence. Not to engage in 
equal charge with perſons of ſuperior 
condition and fortune, Not to goto 
the utmoſt criticiſm in Modes. Not to 
be Trimalchio's and Artifts in Luxury. 
Not to pamper Beaſts, and ſtarve 
Chriſtians. To do as much with our 
own hands as decency , ability , and 
innocent diverſion, will alow us. To 
have, as much as may be, upon our 
Epiſt. par, Wn matters, Our own Eye , which is 
* 3. p- $7. that auſpicious Star that ripeneth bu- 
—— Sig; ſineſs by its influence, and maketh it 
apud me thrive and proſper. Finally, The way 

& toadvance our ſelves in all our Deal 
| honeſtas ings, is, in all of them, to be juſt and 
- vlas omni- honeſt. And this was the rule even of 
um will” that late Philoſopher * who has, | 
& turiſj. Dope » been free from the crime, but 
not ſrom the ſuſpicion of Atheiſm. 

Bat I enlarge my ſelf (1belieye ) 
too too copiouſly upon this ſubjeR, 
whilſt 1 ſ.eak to many who underſtand 
the world with ſuch judicious inſight. 

$0 


* Ren. dey 
Carres in 


__—_——. 
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been 
of Ge 
ly at 

ad r 
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ble, 


in nibing Ames; 

Men. 1So that, by the purſuit of ſuch 'an 
 bar- +] Argument, | may ſeem, as it were, to 
ſt of [utter Proverbs before Solomon. 
Food Being now, by ſuch meags as have 

vain [been menticn'd, and by the bleſſing 

e all Jof God upon them, made competent- 

2e in fly ablez lt is our wiſdom to raiſe 

:rior and maintain ( as in the Church F at V. Ter- 
oto fpublick, ſo in our Cloſet ) a private*%l- A291 
Xt to [bank of Charity, by laying aſide a con- Sn 
tury. [venient ſhare of our worldly Incomes quoq ar- 
arve | for ſo worthy a purpoſe. It will grow cz genus, 
our finſenſibly : the Oyl will riſe in furpri. &c. 
and | zing manner in the Cruiſe. An1 this 

To | being done, we ſhall then not be to 

our | ſeek for Alms upon ſudden and emer- 

h is | geat occaſions ; we ſhall have a ſtore 

bu- {| for daily needs; we ſhall be unwil- 

h ic | ling to alienate or to imbezzle thar 

way | which we have devoted to ſo lauda- 

eal» | ble, ſo ſacred an uſey we ſhall always 

and | give with chearfulneſs, having by us 

nof | a ſtock deſizned to no other end than 

+, | | that of Charity : So neceſlary tos 

but | wards the furwture. of a Religious 

Cloſet , where a Man's circumſtances 

ye) | can aliow it, is a private Corbar. 

ect, Diſcretion having;, thus ,. in ſome 

ind | meaſure either made cr continued Pro 

he. | viſion for Alms; there is great need 

$0 ( In 
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Df Difcretion 
( In the Second place ) of its further 
Care in the diſtributioa and wiſe a 
plication of it, that Charity may attam 
ts bleſſed Ends. 


Now Diſcretion, in diſtcibating of fin the 
Alms, hath due regard to © The Scope, the 
* the Oljetts, the Place, the Seaſon, the Yin on 
© Quality, the Meaſure and Proportion of to wh 
* ehis material Charity, and to thetendet 


« Manner of its Conveyance. 


Firſt, Prudence hath due regard to 
the ſcope of Charity, a failure in which, 
is an error in the foundation, For 
that which 1s given without reſpet 
to the Glory of God who gave us all, 
and to the relief of real needs in hu- 
mane Societies, is expence indeed, 
but it is net Charity, 
Expoſed , but not Beſtow'd. And 
when we give for no worthier End 
than the ſerving our Humour, Pride, 
and Vanity, it is not at all probable 


that we ſhall place our Alms upon the} 


moſt deſerving. For, The bold, the 
talkative, the clamorous, the frequen- 
ters of publick places, will then be 
judged the ficteſt lyKruments to blazon 
our praiſe, and to flatter our hypo- 


criſte. If onr ſcope be the ſake of _ 


perſw 
and t] 
ganth 
often 
4 pre) 
them: 
of ev 


of Mc 


It is Wealth| Eccle! 


Spirit 


in giving Alms. 
urther|aod the common good , that will di- 


iſe ap. 5 us in the due application of our 
attain |Alms to a purpoſe ſo fit to be our aim, 


: There is great boaſt made of Alms 
ing of in the Romiſh Church. They ſound 
' Scope, the Trumpet of them perpetually 
n, the fin our Ears. But what is the End 
tion of to which a great part of this Charity 
to thetendeth? Frequently the motive which 
perſwades them is extreamly ſelfiſh, 

rd tojand the means they uſe are extrava- 
vhich, gantly indiſcreet. The ſcope they too 
For| Often vainly aim at, is The bleſſing of 
eſpet|4 preſumed Saint who is ignorant of 
us all;|fhem 3 Security from the external force 
in hu- of evil Spirits by the charms and ſpells 
deed, jof Monkiſh Conjucation, (A fort of 
7ealth| Eccleſiaſtical Magick which thoſe very 
And | Spirits invent and incourage )z Avo'- 

* End dance of thoſe cauſeleſls Curſes and 
Tide, | Anathema's which are with terror de» 
bable| nounced ſram their ſeven hill'd coun- 
1 the |terfeit Sina;; preſervation from, or 
, the | deliverance out of, the imaginary 
Quen- flames of Purgatory , blown on pur- 
n be | poſe by the Jeſuitick breath for, the 
azon | melting of the treaſures of credulous 
ypo- {| people 5 Canonization , as ſcandalous 
God fas it is chargeable, and moan > 


and 
UMI 
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ſuch manner, that, according to t The 
note of (ar dinal Beſſarion, the making lms 
of their new Sairts, doth move fo calc 
ſceptical men to queſtion the old one)?" 
Nay, ſometimes, the ſcope is th e Pe: 
very wicked one of compoundingg®y'! 
with Heaven, by their liberal Alm Fa 
T _ for their unforſaken ſins: and here if} Th 
«+M.V.ad ,- : q 
Hr, Sir. Chis Nation ( whilſt the Iſlind was engyciy, 
fol. 66, - - chanted with Popery) there wergf 4, 
who that granted Iadulgences even for whathec: - 
fas Fete EE call deadly Sins for many thoug,, fe 
een " ſands of years to come (a). pcſſe > 
ers] ſha Beads 
obtain ten hundred thouſand years of pardon for drady[r, . . 
ſons granted by our holy Fath:r Jobs 224 P, of K. wn of 


(4) See the vindication of this paſſage from the foul mil] 


repreſentation of it by two Romanitts, after p. 48. of Ble 
the late Book eni1uled, 4x Apolngy for the Pulpits. In 1 j 
u-—_t 0 LITATI 
Vindication are mention'd ſcveral Indulgences; to whi ood 

* this followivg one, upon a Braſs plare fixed In a Cha B 


pel in Macclesfirld belonging to the BR, H, Thomas Ea wealt 
Rivers, may be added, table 


The pardon foz ſaying of U pa:er noſters g® 
U aves and a cred fs rrut thouſand ycars &# rr 
dayes cf pardon, lities 

Orate pro aiabus Rogeri L:gh er Elizabeth uxoris ſue. gr 
qui quidem Rogerus obljr I[11* die Novembris A® Dai at th 
MV. Y 1. Elna'erh vero ovjje V* die Ottobris a* DnijJed A 
MCCCC. LXXXIX, quorum a1lavus propicietur deg. hung 


how 
The 
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s to thi The Event is, The alienation of 
makin$101s from their proper uſes , the 1n- 
ve ſongcale of Superſtition , and the main» 
old oneJaining of an univerſal Ulurper. For 
is thaÞ< Pence of St. Peter conduced to the 
undin2ying of ſuch a yoke as neither we nor 
| AlmeÞur Fathers were able to bear. 


here i® The things they purchaſe as cons 
was el ncive to theſe erds, are the wares 
- Wer$f dark impoſture z namely ſuch as 
r wh theſe : Shrines, Images , Lamps, In- 
y thoy terſe, Holy-water , eAgrus De#'s, 

Bleſſed Grains , Roſes , Peebles, Rings, 
Beads, Reliques, Pardons, Maſſes 
| Dirige's and Soul-obits ;, the goodly Ins 
out mit EnLOry of Superſtirion. 


\. 48. of Bleſſed God ! what a miſerable and 
=y icrational waſte is this? what great 
 Chalgoo0d might have been done by the 
as Earfwealth laid out upon fuch unprofi- 
table and ſuch dangerous Toys, with 
he propbane Merchandizers in the Ro» 
gmiſh Temple? how many real neceſ- 
lities might have been ſupplied by the 
oris ſue JÞany hundreds of pounds yearly offer'd 
A® Daifat that one Shrine of the pretend- 
a* Dnijed Martyr of Canterbury ! how many 
deg. ||hungry perſons might have been fed; 

z, how many good men, bound in mi- 


(wy 
UML, 


r deady 


Iſters 
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Of Diſcretion 
fery and iron, might have been ſap 
at Liberty by ſuch Popiſh indiſcreg®* 
Alms, fquandred fo fruitlefly, an 
tevell'd at a Scope to which Chriſtiank$9AT | 
ty did never direct? , [8 it 

Secondly , Diſcretion duly conſid eaſt | 
eth the proper Objefts of Chriſtiagt;,97% 
Charityz that Dogs may not devyou he ye 


the bread of Children, t fe 
The ObjeQs which I ſhall ſpeak ofÞ*©5 » 
are, their | 
Firſt, thoſe more Publick, ones "8 *| 
common Societies and charitalt _ 
Foundations, y oby 
Secondly , thoſe more Private ones made; 
particular Families and perſons. of the 


Firft , touching thoſe more Public®rove 
Objects, Societies founded by Ch: Protef 
rity ; 1 ſhall, at preſent, make only £9 vie 
theſe few RefleCtions upon them. and ti 

Firſt, 1 obſerve ( which is obyiouſ "© it 
enough) that it is an imprudent at ceir 
irreligious Liberality , which erectet**© E 
fuch Publick Houſes and Societies, a ©22ts. 
pleaſe private Imagination , but dif} <*re7: 
ferve the Publick Intereſt, TruyOÞjec 
Charity ere&teth not ſuch Sanfuarie*h91e 
-a3 are too common in Romiſh Coun} | be! 
tries; fuch as are Refuges for wilfi le 
and capital Malefaftors. Kk found 

0 
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en ſpot ſuch Aonafteries as are Nurſeries 
iſcreefof a blind and formal way of wor- 
 ani#{hip: A kind of worſhip ſo very ritual, 
:ſtian{{#has the intention of the mind ( un» 
ſs it be of his who officiates) is the 
nſiderÞcaſt part of it. It favoureth not ſuch 
wiſtiaC onvents as receive, for term of life, 
leyou$he young , the ſtrong , the able and 
apt for buſineſs, even againſt the de- 
eak of fires , endeavours, importunities of 
heir Parents, under pretence of teach- 
ones ing them to ſerve God with greater 
ritah ey The Romaniſts fcequent- 
y object to us that Statute which was 

g made, inthe Queens time, in favour 
of the _ and _ reproach us in a 

>:þ1; Proverb, ſaying,that begging began with 
oy Proteſtancy. But they ould do well 
ce only £9 vie lels partiality in their Cenſures, 
: and co conſider this plain truth , that 
wbvioul © indiſcretion of the Momaſtioks (by 
nt andfceding the flothful, the ſuperſtitious, 
recter}6he Enchuliaſtick , the Fryars Mendi» 
ies, 42085, the Pilgrims or loytetring wan- 
vt dif{derers of that Church ) provided 
TrajObjetts of burthen and expence, for 
Buariehthoſe of the Reformation. And who 
\ Coun}( 1 beſeech you) - were moſt in fault, 
, wilfghehoſe who bred the Beggars; or thoſe, 
under{#Þ0, finding them in great neceſſities, 
ue made 


23 


ones 
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made a Law to keep them that they|the d 
might not periſh ? ter, c 


Laſtly ( not to ſpare our ſelves Foe 
where there is a failure) true Charity... 
do's not countenance ſuch places of exemee; 14 
prion, as, by their private priviledgegs. 
do not ſupport the Government by, . - 
ſupporting the neceſlacy Officers off ing 1 


State and Juſtice, in honour. and withsſ; 5. 
out diſturbance : ſach places into which 
the Law ha's reaſon to enter, yelſq..., 
( which is matter of juſt aſtoniſhmentY ,_.. 
nolegal Authority, ſcope 


Secondly , 1 obſerve, that it is mul] fay ar 
more probable that the publick C [s i 
rities of the Reformed ſhould ſerve thehlebrai 
publick lotereſt, than thoſe of rhef-Refor: 
Reman Fattion. Among the truly Req will 


formed , ſuch Societies are founded reſpe 
upon the impulſe of plain, and pru{ Mona 
dent, and rational Cauſes. To wity Tereſ; 


that God may have a publick, reaſ& 
able ſervice offered to him. Thatf* abc 
Children may be educated for Offices} mig 
Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, Military, Meay{® tha 
chanick. That Offenders may be cofÞ* to | 
reted, or ſecured. That the idlg** jeſt; 
may be employed. That the azedg* it : 
the impotent, the wounded, the 


in gibing Alms, 
it theyſthe diſtrafted ; may haye relief, ſh.!- 
}ter, cure and overſight. 

Glved But in the Church of Rome, the firſt 
* "A motive to many Foundations is fome 
-aritprerended Viſion or Revelation from 
[on God or a Saint, And by this means 
"<cS" Ft comes to paſs that ſometimes fraud 
ent Ds a founder,avd byſterick vapour (paſ- 
ry "Iing for Oracle) a Benefaftor, And 

Whew in ſuch Places Enthuſiaſm is dutifully 
which] curſed and fed by thoſe Societies, which 
» JS owe to it their birth and original. The 
DBM gccafion of them is fanciful , and the 
ſcope of them is an indiſcreet ( not to 

much] fay an Idolatrous) end. Thus it came to 
x C {s in the ſeveral Houſes of their ce- 
ve thejlebrated S. Tereſa the Foundreſs of the 
df rhef-Reformation of the diſcalced Carmelnes. 


ly Req will give you her own words * with * Lifeof 


unded reſpect ro her firſt Foundation of the 
d pra{ Monaſtery of A4vils. © One day (faith 
0 Wity Tereſa ) © after 1 had communicated, 


& about this Foundatioe with all my 
© might, making: me great promiſes, 
"that the Monaſtery ſhould nor fail 
* to be erected; that his divine Ma- 
e idlg** jeſty- ſhould be very wuc': terved in 
azed#** it : that it ſhoutd 'bear the title of 
e hicKg* $, Foſeph, who ſhovid ſtand 
10 # 


Th 
Offices 
A Mey 
© cor 
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c 


S. Tereſa. 


2d. par*. .. 
Po» 23 3. 


dur Lord ſtritly charg'd "me to-{er. . 


| Df Diſtretid 
& Gate for our Guard, and our Lady,| © 
© the glorious Virgin hisMother,at the 
<« other ; and that himſelf would ſtand Treat 
« always in our Company.——That bo 
« [ ſhould tell my Confeſſor this, which ay 
< his Majeſty had enjoined mes and "4 | 
« that he willed him not to oppoſe or | ** 
« hinder me at all. | q 

You ſee what Hay and Stubble is at [an | 
the bottom of fuch buildings : and 
therefore , if the ſuperſtrufture be ſo- Cati 
lid, and it be advanced and perfetted| 9 
by that great moral Archite(t, Pru- 
dence,it is a miracle ſcarce iaferiour to Gf 
any which their Legends bave fitted to| **\** 
the wide ſwallow of their people. Buzj 
if Diſcretion does not facceed waar eo! 


fcaſm, and correct it , what aids can be] Þ' 
given, by ſo irregular and extravagar 7 | 


a Principle, to the common good ? . 
Thirdly, It may at leaſt be offered tof 2'%% 
conſideration, whether Prudence would © 
not judge it conducive to. the publick| ©! 
intereſt , both of Religion and Civil} © * 
order , if there were of retire-| 


wmenty rightly conſtituted ( without Maſ- By 
ſes, Images, Litanies to Saints, Cords 2 3 


of diſcipline, or any other inftrument Vu 
of Superſtition ) for the uſe of Menj ©? 
of Loſs ſound temper, though their d Ke 0 


FL LEY & 


wes 


fit re- 


many who are not qualify'd for diſpatch 
of buſineſs, or for freedom of convers 
feed ſation. By this means, penſiveneſs 
mou be chang'd into godly ſorrow ; 
and diſcontent at the World, into 
ſelf-denial ; and that Religious fury 
which now rageth in the very ſtreets, 

£cby | 18to private Devotion. 
1 But I fay this with ſubmiſſion, and 
not with aſſurance: As alſo thar there 
is a publick Charity in nature and dig- 
nity before: this; a due ſupport of 
God's publick ſervice in all places of 
this Kingdom by ſuch a maintenance 
as is not ſcandalous and inſufficient. 
And thus far, ever fince there was a 
ele put into publick hands at the dif 
tolution of ſuperſtitious Houſes, there 
has been part of a debt:due from the 
' Men] State unto the Church; which God grant 
c dif.] 3&-may have ability and opportunity, 
& . C'2 and 


UNI 
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and religious inclination to diſcharge,| novur 
Laſtly, 1 cannot but take notice, up-| by tt 
on this ſolemn memorial of your pub-| and 
lick Charities, of that ſingular Prudence] tion 
which do's appear bothja the found-| faid, 
ing, and in the managing,' of the Hoſ- 1 
pitals of this illuſtrious Ciry. Thef year 
good Ends to which they were ſo wiſe-| mew, 
ly deſign'd, and the diligent, prudent, | whic 
and ſucceſsful purſuance of thoſe ends, | othe 
ought not to be paſſed by with ſunine] T 
and ungrateful inadyertence. to n 
la this paſt year, there have been{| Hoſp 
put forth Apprentices, and diſcharged] T 
out of Chriſt's Hoſpital, Seventy ſix Chit-| the / 
drey, There remain, under the care{| dred 
of it, five hundred forty ſeven. And] gooc 
the number taken in, ſince the exeftion} vp, 
of it, has been about Twelve Thouſand,| than 
of which many have proyed eminent] allch 
in divers Faculties, and iffOffices Sa-{ theſc 
red and Civil, and arriv'd at great] fer*d 
Riogs from yery low beginnings. Ten] the r 
of the foremention'd Children haye | merc 
been, this year, placedont to Maſters | may 
of Ships, having firſt been educated-in | in Al 
the Arts of Arithmetick, and Navig ati» | 
on by the Royal __ of his _ il 
Excellent Majeſty , whoſe great and] ſp 
wiſe example ought highly go be hoy wal 
nouced, | - 
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noured, and diligently ro be purſu'd 
by the people of this Iſ}and, which God 
and Nature have deſign'd, by its fitua- 
tion , for Sea-affairs; I had almoſt 
faid, for the ſoveraignty of the Ocean. 

There have beeniCured, this laſt 
year, in the Hoſpital of St. Barthole 
wew, nigh Sixteen Hundred perſons, of 
which many were partakers, alſo, of 
other reliet convenient for them, 

The like Charity has been extended 
to more than Eighteen hundred in the 
Hoſpital of St. Thomas, 

There have been received into 
the Hoſpital of Bridewell nigh Nine Huz- 
dred perſons fit to be diſciplin'd into 
good manners. And it hath brought 
vp, in divers Arts and Trades, no lefs 
than One Hundred twenty eight. And 
all this has been done, notwithſtaxdin 
theſc Foundations have, ſo deeply, fue 
fer'd by the dreadfal calamity of Fire 
the remainder of whoſe rage, God ia 
mercy, reſtrain; that this great City 
may never mourn a ſecond time ſiteing 
Mm Aſhes; unleſs it be in thoſe of Humi» 


» { liation. 


| ought not, here, to forget the 
Hoſpital of Bethlem, that ſanQtuary of 
maſound Minds, dwelling uahappity 
wm 


* ag 


- : bs 4 


> , &* ſy + Mr 


in unſound Bodies. It hath, this years 


received fifty three-perſons diltempered 
in their imaginations. It hath Cured 
of Lunacy, and diſcharged Forty one 3 
and it maintaineth under Cure. a Hur- 
dred and ten; "notwithſtanding that 
great bucthen of debt there is upon it, 
by reaſon of that noble and commodi- 
ous ſtructure lately erected. 

Happy the miſerable who partake 
of this Charity z more happy they, 
who out of hearty love toGod and Man, 
have raiſed the ſeveral funds of it : 
as alſo they who, with pious liberali-, 
ty, build further upon them, 

But forbear to diſcourſe more at 
large,concerning ſuch publickCharities, 


nn this place, where it appeareth,by the 
fruits of the mapagement , that they 
are ſo well underſtood, and fo pru- 
dently governed. 
I paſs to the 

Second ſort of charitable Objelts, thoſe 
more private ones of miſerable Fami- 
lies, or Perſons. And here, Diſcre- 
tion conſidereth that theſe words of 
the Lord Jeſus *f give to him that aaketh] | 
are, by the Laws of reaſon, and by 
other pious Rules in Holy Scripture 


to be, thus, expcunded. © Be ch: 
ans ” table 
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in giving Alms., 
©* table to every one, even to- thoſe 
© who have done thee injury, if thon 
« judgeſt, in general, that they are fit 
*% Objects ; and , in ſpecial, that they 
« are proper Objects of thy Alms, No 
Man is, by the moſt loxuriant growth 
of Riches, made all-ſufficient, The 
needs of a {mall PrecinCt in the World 
will ſoon exhauſt even the Rich Man 
of Craſſus, who would not reckon any 
one in that number, who was not able 
to maintain an Army. Seeing, then, 
we cannot benefit all the World by 
our Alms, ( though we may do it by 
our charitable Prayers for them; ) 
it is fic that the little portion, 
which we are. maſters of, be placed 
upon thoſe, whoſe circumſtances are 
beſt ſuited to our own. ObjeCts ſo par= 
ticularly fit, are thoſe in our Church, 
our Family,our Neighbourhood ; in the 
places of our Birth , our Baptiſm, our 
Education , our Office, our Revenue, 
our ſpiritual Aſliſtance, our temporal 
Deliverance or Advancement. 

Among(t thefe ObjeCts fitted to our 
perſonal circumſtance, Diſcretion en- 
—_—_— thoſe only who are like- 
wiſe facted for our Charity by their 
en juſt qualifications. 


Prudence, 


Dk Diſcretidn- 
Prudence, therefore, diſcountenan- 
ceth thoſe who are irreligions and pro» 
phane, and never uſe the Name of 
Chriſt with ſhew of reverence, but 
when they ask an Alas with it: who 
will not follow Chriſt unleſs there be 
Loaves to tempt them, ' Ir diſconra- 
geth thoſe who have been early Beg- 
gars, and have ſacrificed the very 
flowre and wm of their Age to 
idleneſs: Who, being accuſtomed to 
ſloth, are more reconciled to ſhameful 
Poverty than honeſt Labour. Who 
rel) us, falſly and abſurdly, that it is 
as good to be idle for nothing, as to 
work for nothing, As if there werenot 
profit in all labour : As if doth did not 
difable both micd and body : As if the : 
meer employing of our time with di- 
ligence, did not ſecure us from many 
temptations. And certainly none have 
fallen into more , and into more Pe= 
rilous ſnares, than they who, from 
the beginning,. have troden the ways of 
unmanly Jazineſs and unjuſt beggiog. 
Again , Prudence giveth-no counte- 
nance to the ever confident , who ſtand 


m need of ſuch diſciphne as may hurn- 4 pueri 


ble them into a deeper-and more be< 


coning ſenſe of their miſerable and 


tow | 


dlumn confeſſions ſue feunt . 
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low condition z whoſe impudence,add- 
ing menaces to their encrnin giveth 


T3 


us cauſe . to ſuſpe&t concernin} them, 
that they. would extort thoſe Alms by 
force (were it in their power) whick 
now they endeavour to wreſt by their 
boldneſs from timerous men,and from 
the caſie-natured by their importunity. 
Likewiſe, diſcretion repulſeck the 
craving and unſatufy d, who muſt have = 
benefits cover'd daily with benefits, or 
elſe a ſhower of their imprecations will 
find paſſage through them. Theſe 
would monopolize Charity, as if :bey 
were the only obzefts on Earth; as if 
the comfortable dew of it were not 
well direted, if a drop of it fell be- 
ſides their private fleece. 
It diſcourageth, alſo, the diſſolute 
8nd riotows ®, who turn the Alms of the | 
day, into the revels of the night : who * Tertub 
are not eaſie *cill by expenſive intem- gs 
Tone they have unburthen'd them- He neſt 
lyes of the little ſtock they have ga- depofira 
pietatis 
fant ; nam inde non epulic nec potacul, nec ingratis 08- 
ratrinis diſpenſatur ; jed egenis alendis bumind:ſque, $ 


pueris as pueiiis re ac parentibus deſtitutis. jamg; domeſti« 
cis ſenibus, item naufragis : (5 ſiqui in metals, & ſiqus 
in inſulis vel in Cuſtodiizs, duntaxat ex canſa Dei [ciis, 
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thered. Amongſt theſe, it ſetteth its 
face even againſt that ſort of men who | th 
are, for a ſeaſon, very laborious, They | th 
will, for a while, endure the heat ofthe | ur 
day With honeſt and painful diligence. | ſet 
They will be frugal and ſober *riſl a | w 
ſumm is earned; and then it is not | Ce 
laid up for the ſupport of their Family, | pr 
and" againſt they themſelves fail] te! 
through Impotence and Age ; but the | fab 
wages of ſome weeks are all riotoufly | on 
walted in a few hours 3 and they uſe} an 
them as their thorns, which after a} ſuc 
growth of ſome conſiderable time,| fea 
make a blaze and crackling for a tew| Jel 
moments. Co 

Furthermore, both Religious and} the 
Civil prudence refuſeth to favour wan} mi 
derers, who are, oftentimes, pernicioug of i 
fpies and conveighers of unlawful Inj ma 
relligence ; who, in all places where] as1 
they have opportunity , leave behind] the 
them the marks of their wickedneſs} dex 
and diſhoneſty ; who dare not lead} anc 
their unwarrantable lives in any fixed} goe: 
abode, where the Government mayj Cal 
rake a true account of their bebavioug} to. 
uricer it, her 
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Finally, Diſcretion weighe h well 
the caſe of pretended Converts,leſt,after 
the Modern Policy of France *, it ſetteth * See Pol. 
up a Market for Converſions, and expo- ®* = 
ſeth Religion to ſale in a Mercenary —_ ag 
world, where divers will turn their geftroyj 
Conſcience to that point from whence the Pro- 
proſperity bloweth. It is exceeding teſtangs, 
tender of all thoſe, who, for Chriſts ©* P15! 
ſake, quit their Countries, their Stati - 
ons, their falſe Religion. Bur, if it ſees © * 
any conſiderable ſpot in the Morals of 
ſuch who go under this charaQer, it 
fears, for the ſake of the ſame Bleſſed 
Jeſus (whoſe Religion is too Divine to 
cover baſe and carnal purpoſes) to give 
them encouragement. It muſt be a 
mighty love of God, and a deep ſenſe 
of Chriſtian Piety which will force a 
man, for mere Conſcience ſake, todie, 
as it were, whillt he is alive; to forſake 
the beloved Land of his Nativity, his 
dear Relations, his profitable employs, 
and to follow Feſus whitherſoever be 
goes, be it to Pi/ate's Tribunal, or to 
Calvary. Wherefore, he who pretends 
to have forſaken a// that he may ad- 
here to the Crucify'd Jeſus, and leads 
nor a life very exemplary, and of re- 
markable circumſpetion ; awakens 
D 2 the 
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the jealouſie of the Prudent, and gives 
them ſigns of his inſincerity. 

Thirdly, Diſcretion hath regard to 
the place in which Charity is fatly dif- 
_— It giveth, ſometimes, very pub- 
ickly,for Example ſake, and ſometimes 
very privately for Love ſake, and as a 
ſign to-our ſelves of our freedom from 
vain-glory. It bath not a conſtant door 
for a promiſcuous, bold, contentious 
crowd ; but chuſeth rather to conveigh 
its Alms to the houſes of the needy, 
than to tempt them abroad daily, to 
the expence of tlieir time,and modeſty, 
and innocence; and the neglet of 
their Family and buſineſs. 


Again, Prudence raiſeth not a preat | 
- bank, by all the Alms it hath ability to 


give, for the behoof of ſome narrow 
Precin#, whoſe neceſſities require not 
ſuch redundancy of ſupply. That will 
but bring burthen, inſtead of mainte- 
nance, For in this ſence, alſo, our 
Lords ſaying is true, Where the Carcaſs 
&, there will the Eagles be gather'd t- 


wice tou- 2etber. Prudence (to uſe the words of 
ching Mr. a great Man * from whom it is no 


ſhame to borrow) diſtributeth the reme- 
dy as the Diſeaſe i; diſperſed. Greatneſs 
of relief accumulate in one place, doth ra- 
ther 


Ars 
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' ther invite a ſwarm and ſurcharge of 


poor, than relieve thoſe that are natural- 
ly bred in that place : Like to ill temper'd 
Medicines, that draw more humour to 
the part, than they evacuate from it. 

Again, where Diſcretion findeth the 
needy aQtually in their miſeries, or in 
their labour and induſtry, there it con- 
ceiveth it hath a fit place offer'd to it for 
the depoſiting of its Alms. 

For the publick Streets and Avenues 
to Churches, the prudent are very 
ſparing towards thoſe confederate and 
immodeſt Petitioners, who perpetually 
haunt them. They fear to turn their 
Charity into a blaze of glory. They 
expect little fruit from that which they 
ſcatter upon the ſtones. They will not 
be impoſed upon, or forc'd, by thoſe 
bold people who are, on purpoſe, im- 
portunate in ſuch publick places,where 
they think men will be ſham'd.at leaſt, 
into bounty towards them. 

Fourthly, Diſcretion conſidereth the 
time of giving Alms. It hath reſpect to 
the ſeaſons of great Sickneſs, of great 
loſſes, of ſcarceneſs of Work, and of 
dearneſs of Proviſions. lt hath eſpecial 
regard to diligent mea juſt ſinking in 
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their fortune, who may, often, be 
kept above water by a very little help, 
when a band is opportunely reached 
towards them. It aſſiſteth at the begin- 
ning of Arreſts, where timely aid de- 
livers men from perpetual chains., It 
giveth as ſoon as it ſeeth a fit obzeft,nor 
{iftering the Chriſtian to pine away 
whilſt the Charity is growing. Ir pla- 
ceth out to Maſters the Children of the 
"cer, as ſoon as ever they are capable 
©f work or inſtruction. By ſuch means 
Ir preventeth new Families of Beggars ; 
ic puts the Children into a capacuy of 
being helptul to their Parents ; it ſe- 
cures their innocence, by preventing 
the very beginnings of begging, which 
are dangerous. For there ſeemeth to 
be a kind of inchantment in that evil 
Trade; and few who are enter'd, are 
made to forſake it even by hardſhip it 
ſelf. 

Furthermore, As to time, Prudence 
hath an eſpecial eye upon the ſeaſons of 
mens ſetting up in honelt ( allings; gi- 
ving them ſore place of footing where 
they may ſtand. Ar ſuch tires, a ſmall 
ſumm is a greater Charity, than the li- 
berality of the openeſt hand, when the 
way 
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_ fn giving Alms. 
way Of the perſon is more fixed, and. his 
circumſtances are ripened into ſome 
degrees of proſperity. 

Likewiſe, Diſcreet charity is liberal 
at thoſe /olemn times when the Church 
celebrateth the Memorials of the Birth, 
the Paſſion, the Reſurrefion, the A/cenſi- 
on of the Saviour of the World; and 
the deſcent of the Holy Spirit of God : 
or, when it obſerveth publick Fats ; or 
other days of Thankſgiving beſides 
thoſe already remembred : that ſo our 
giving of Alms may be an ac and a 
ſign alſo, both of our humanity and our 
Devotion. 

Apain, If there be abſolute neceſſity, 
Wiſdom judgeth that.time, a ſeaſon for 
aſſiſtance, even of the perſonally un- 
worthy. If it hath power, it will pull 
out of the ditch the periſhing Goat or 
Swine. It knoweth that extremity will 
give violent counſel, and that men, in 
ſuch circumitances, will force a way 
to their relief, if they cannut find 
one. 

Laſt of all, Wiſdom turneth not all 
Alms into Legacies; it doth not adjourn 
all its Charity to the /aſt 4}, which is, 
ſometimes, never made bur in a vain 
purpoſe, and, as often, not fulfill'd, 
D 4 Fifibly, 
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Fiftbly, Diſcretion conſidereth the | eciv 
quality of our Alms.' And here, itivour | T 
prudence to prefer thoſe whictr ſerve } dott 
towards a conf anr proviſion,” before | nece 
choſe which are rranfienr : thoſe, I | tune 
mean, which belp a man in a pang of | clen 
need, but put him not into'a way of 1- | con! 
ving ; Which juft hold him up from Rict 
periſhing, for an hour, brite donotrake 
him our of the deep waters. Wiſdom, | and 
alſo, perſwadeth always co give ſuita- | cont 
ble u plies, and not mere coonfel when | tierh 
bread is wanting. And ir perſoaderh to | forms 
give ſuch ſuitable ſupplies (i it con+ | by 
fiſteth with our convenience) rather /» | druc 
kind, than in that which will purchaſe | Sabi 
them ; as Clothes to the naked, and | ture 
Food to the hungry, and Baoks tothe } . 7 
uninſtruted, and Phyfick to the ſick. þ creti 
Money can anſwer all theſe needs,but F feſs, 
it will not be always laid ont upon |} red 
them. And for ſome materials of } ditic 
Charity , diſcretion does . purchaſe | fice, 
them from Werk-boufes for the poor ; | of oi 
at the ſame time doubling the good, | of al 
by encouraging diligence, and admi- } affor 
niſtrin wppy- 
Sixtbly , Diſcretion conſidereth rhe | Chil 
due meaſure and proportion of Alms, | us, 
that it be fitted to the weeds of the r+- |, 
M4 J cerver, 
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|. led, the hundredth part may'be over 


in giving Alnis. 


| eciver, and'to the ability of the giver. 


Touching the\netds- of the- recetver, "it 


| doth not always limid it felf-ro- were 


neceſſity ; bar, 'in perſons whoſe for- 
tunes are, by loſs and'accident, in de- 
clenſion, it hath r - to decence ; 
conſidering how great the fall is from 
Riches to Poverty. And, in metval- 
ways poor, but always in hard labour, 
and able only to refreſh life with the 
continual ſweat of their brows; it pi- 
tieth the heavineſs of their yoke. Ie 
ſometimes ſweerneth their laviſh eftate 
by ſome addition-to the wages of their 
drudgery ; and alloweth- chem ſome 
Sabbath for the eaſe of bumane na» 
ture. 

Touching the ability of the giver, di(- 
cretion confiderech what we juſtly poſ- 


* feſs, and what quantity vf it is requi- 


red for the ſupporting of os in the con- 
dition of our birth, our place, our of- 
fice, our family, and for the diſcharge 
of our obligations. It doth not require 
of all the ſame proportion. Some may 
afford a twentieth, and others a thir- 
tieth part : and to others, whoſe 
Children and dependents are numer- 
ous, and whoſe fortunes- are entanp- 


mea- 
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meaſure. According as the heap is, ſo 
the wiſe man ſoweth. Religious Pru- 
dence does not pull down one Family 
for the - ſupport of another. But for 
raiſing of a new Family to worldly 
grandeur (eſpecially where the hens of 
it are not encouragers of our hope, 
either by the quickneſs of their parts, 
or the virtuouſnels of their tempers, or 
the goodneſs of their educations) the 
wiſdom of charity does not preſs it 
with earneſtneſs. This is a deſign of 
no great uſe, but of great uncertainty. 


t Joſeph. The Family of Herod + was all extinCt 
Ant. 1. 18. in a ſingle Century of years. And it 
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R 1 's noted by the Author of the Baronage 
Annal. a. * of England; that, of the 270 Fami- 
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lies of which he treats, there were 
* not, When he wrote, above eight re- 


et. maining. And yet, a great many im- 


_= prudent men live all their days in un- 


becoming Parſimony , and without 
doing good ſo much as to their ſelves, 
for the advancing of ſome mean man, 
born to labour and low eſtate, and 
uncapable of any thing greater than 
that which he is already. And ſuch a 
one is ruin'd by his preferment. Galbs 
ſaid the honeſt truth of himſelf, when 
he told his Friends, That they bad 
[poul'd 
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, fo | oil'd a good Soldier,and made the worſt 
'ru- Jof Emperours. 
nily 

for Laſtly, Diſcretion hath regard to the 
Idly Jdue manner of diſpenſing Charity ; ob- 
s of Jliging both by what it gives, and by 
Dpe, Jthe way of giving. It giveth not grudg- 
uts, ingly, or of neceſſity; but with ſigns of 
, or Je free and willing heart, It findeth 

the Jour, privately, juſt needs, and it pre- 
s it Fventeth asking, and ſurprizeth with a 
n of Jkindneſs, for which the needy did not 
nty. look. And this ſtrengthens their faith 

tint fin the Providence of God, who crea- 
nd it Jteth friends to them out of the duſt ; 
mage {who bringeth them ſupply without 
ami- ſand beyond their expeCtation. Where- 
were Fore when Prudence giveth, it doth it 
; re- [without malicious upbraiding or proud 
/ im- fioſulting. When a miſerable crea- 
1 un- [ture would borrow Lor beg] of him, it 
hout Þurnerch not him away *. That is, it * Sr. Mat, 
Ives, does not remove < tay to a di ſtance, 5. 42. 
man, with ſigns of diſdain, and contemptu. Mu wne- 
and: pus violence. It oppreſſeth not the mo- 4 + wing 
than Peſty of the humble ; eipecially of 7s wo oJ 
uch a Rhoſe who have been wont to give, and Particn- 
Galba hot to receive. To the more confident © 
when ft giveth with a mixture of governance 
/ bad find favour, that they neither be en- 
poil'd Ccoura- 
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couraged in inſolence, nor driven to R 
deſperation. k 

Having faid afl this tonching the | i5 ©! 
neceſſity, and the nature, of diſcretion 
m giving Alms, (and all, with refer- | **e 
ence to the further judgment and de- | 9? 11 
finition of a prudent man, when a | $29 
particular caſe does lie before him ;) lt dant 
remaineth, { that 


In the laſt place, That I exhort both | May 
to Charity it ſelf, and to the prudent ex- what 
erciſe of it. in ne 


Firſt, 1 beſeech you, be ye willing | Your 
r0 give, and glad to diftribute. Conſider day | 
that power to do good., is a danger- | Se: 
ous ability, unleſs we uſe it. Remem-J Not © 
ber that it is God who giveth wealth, | whic 
and that he expeCcteth ſome anſwera-f Not u 
ble returns of it. Live not in ſuch in-| 20t © 
bumane manner, as if Nabel and Fu-| of a t 
das were come again into the world. | move 
Think frequently and warmly ofthe of a | 
lore of God and Jeſus to you. Youf effett 
will not deny your crumbs to the mi-J they | 
ſerable, when you thankfully call tof 2: ; 
mind that Chriſt gave, for you, his] great 
very fleſh and his blood. Confiderſ.do th 
that, as one great end of Poverty is 
Patience; 
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Patience, ſo one great end of Wealth 
is Charity. Think how honourable it is 
tb--make a preſent to the great King of 
the World ; And what a condeſcenſi- 
on it is in his Alſufficiency to do that 
good by us, which he could, fo abun- 
dantly , do without us. Forget not 
that you your ſelves are in the body ; and 
that you know not what calamities 
may fall down upon the Earth, and 
what relief from others you may ſtand 
in need of. And let this be one of your 
daily thoughts, that, according to 
your Charity, the ſentence of Doomſ- 
day will paſs upon you. 

Secondly, When you give Alms, do 
not offer the ſacrifice of the indiſcreet, 
which, it ſelf, needeth atonement. Be 


.| not uncharitable by your charity. Add 
in-] not to other evils, the great grievance 


of a numerous unmanag'd Poor. Re- 
move, as far as in you lies,the reproach 
of a late ſharp Writer, who ſays, in 


effeft, of the people of England, that +7. M. 
they generally uſe a kind of morber- Char.p.1o, 
wit; and have the generofity to do 
great things, but not the diſcretion to 
do them wiſely. 


Now 


* Plotin. 
Enn. 1. 1.2. 
p.11, 
__s 
488 fer 


Tod Aoyi- 
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Now, that our Charity may be dif: 
creet, Iet us, mus 


Firſt, Exerciſe our minds with good 
compaſs of thought. He that regardethy 
only a few things, ſhall never arrive at 
Prudence. 1t is neceſſary for a man t 
confider his own condition, to view ob- 
jets of Charity with a ſtrit and judi- 
cious, Rye , and to look round about 
them in all the circumſtances which at: 
tend them. The imprudent behold a 
ſhew of miſery , and conſider no furs 
ther; and, by one motive, are prodi- 
gal of thoſe Alms, from the miſapply 


ing of which many other Argument: 
would have di{[ſwaded them.Plotines 
denieth that there x prudence in God 
meaning it of that wiſdom which need 
eth conſultation j, But it is not witt 
man as it is with God, whoſe wil is hi 
wiſdom. Man knoweth but few things 
and cannot arr.ve at diſcretion withou 
ſtudy. ' And it is worth his labour tc 
ſtudy the art of knowing men, by in 
quiry and obſervation ; that he ma 
ſecure his Charity from the wiles of the 
fraudulent : and not be abuſed by ficti 
tzous needs, and deceive himſelf intd 
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a dangerons conceit that be lend; to the 
Lord, when he gives to thoſe who, 
ſometimes, put out their wery Alms to 
Intereſt. And, by degrees, a man will 
obſerve a certain Air in ungodly Men- 
| dicants, Which (as great Maſters as 


UM 


« they are in the'art) they cannot eaſily 
diſſemble. lt is; indeed, poſſible for the 
wiſeſt and moſt cautious obſerver to 
be, ſometimes, miſtaken. - But then 
he hath this ſatisfaftion in his mind, 
that he was not acceſlary to the impo- 
ſture : and ir 1s certain that they who 
are the blindeſt, are the ſooneſt 
miſled. 

Burt blind we ſhall be, and daily mi- 
ſled, unleſs, in 

The ſecond place , We avoid flothful 
and eaſie credulity. Covetouſneſs will 
require, as an excuſe; anu as a way 
of ſaving its beloved Money , very ri- 
gid demonſtration, ere it giveth. On 
the other hand, credu/ity will be fatis- 
fh'd without tolerable proof, and take 
a lewd man's aſſeveration for an argu- 
ment. It behaveth it ſelf towards the 
tales of Beggars, as it doth towards 
thoſe of idle Pamphlecs: Though it 
be,one day, groſsly deceived by them, 
it will cruſt chem che next thatf — 

. An 
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it to get into. 
Ons They will profeſs , that the 
have /affered extremely4y. fire, t though 
they be of that + of barbarous 
Thieves , who will {et their Neigh- pert; 
bours houſe on a flame, that they may JI ,wy 
the more ſecurely ſhare in his. goods, mmiqu 
The credulous will be deceived by # 7X 
thoſe very appearances -which would | yeg, 
undeceive them, if they would uſe any | work 
competent refletion, and had. not aJeth [ 
kindneſs for the ſcales on their Eyes. I with | 
mean the naked arms and breaſts of Mew | for m 
dicants in ſharp ſeaſons ; and their ly- 
ing in the Mire, and on the Pavements, 
day after day. Now, what a {trength$ 
of -nature- is this which is not injur'd 
by thoſe cuſtomary, ſeeming hardſhips, 
which would deſtroy the liyes of many 
who are in ſound and perfect health z{jn ſuc 
and who were not bred to tenderneſs | qyrba 
bur labour ? In ſan 
Thirdly, For \the adminiſtring of. 
Charity with Prudence, it is necellary 
that even piety of inclination be direted 
by it. It is ſtoried of Mr. Fox, the 
Author 
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k Hampar of cl Engliſh Martyrology, that 

RF be Cr Oy .1 dye er = 

Man ANINS w ibe name of  7e/as. 
Plety is to be highly rk bur, ſure- 

, the weakneſs of it is not to be 

rawn into imitation. For multitudes 

uſe that name, to whom if we are libe- 

ral we offend our Saviour, who will 

fay — na at ; dnp judgment, De- 

me, 1 you not | or will not 

= you as my Diſciples) ye workers of 
| mmiquity. 

Fourthly, Super fition is to be remo- 
ved, that Charity may have its perfe&Q 
work. In the Eaftern Countries, it feed» 
eth Dogs, and other ſuch Creatures, 
with proyifions much more convenient 
for men 3 conceiting that it is, thereby, 
charitable to the ſouls of ſome of their 
departed Fore-fathers, which are wan- 
'der'd into the bodies of thoſe beaſts. In 
thoſe, and in. divers other parts of the 
world, it erefteth Convents for Wil- 
worſhip ; and fixeth Romiſh Emiſſaries 
in ſuch Poſs , that they may give di- 
ſturbance to Reformed Chriſtendomy 
In umm, it can do nothing diſcreetly, 
being the iſſue of reverence overitrain- 

4, and of devout imagination beated 

| E Fifrbly, 


Y - £)tirreftor 
. Fifthly, That Charity may be pru- 
ent, let us avoid all pride of heart 
Which dealeth out the meaſures of it 
to the unqualified and unworthy. It 
would buy off the clamour of their 
rongues, whoſe credit is ſo low that it 
Can give no authority to their ſlanders. 
It fears the caluniny of penurionſneſs, 
which will not f:c& long upon any | 
Man, who is not ſparing in any other 
caſe, where he may be juſtly liberal, 
and not proſtitute his Riches, It 
would bribe the mercenary throats of 
vile people, into the flattering ſounds 
of, good Man, brave Houſe-keeper, and 
bountiful Maſter. Wretched Ambition , 
which loveth rhe praiſe of licentious 
Mendicants, more than the ſuffrage of, 
Conſcience, and the praiſe of God ! 
Sixthly, Let us arm our ſelves with 
Chriſttan courrge, that the menaces, 
and revengeful looks of the ſturdy 
and deſperate, may not affright us into 
a miſplacing of our Alms, God will 
protect us in well doing againſt all 
their cauſeleſs threats and 4mpreca- 
tions. And whether is ir better, - 
fear the looſe tongue of an ungodly 
man, or a dreadful thunderbolt from 
the juſt hand of Heaven ? 
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Sevembly, Let us conquer fooliſh 
pi and irrational compaſſion. That 
afteCtion is put into.men by nature, to- 
keep their reaſon from languiſhing,,. 
and not to pervert it. Yetit is daily 
ſuffer'd to do this diſſervice in caſes of 
Charity, There is doleful clamour in 
the ear, anda ſhew of extream miſery 
before the eyez and this raiſes, by mere 
mechanick force, a paug in- the heart, 
And nothing maketh rhe impreſſion, 
but an appearance of ſadneſs in the 
objett. The image of it is dreadful ; 
bur men under the dominion of paſſion, 
conſider not whether it be a real miſe- 
ry, or a fiſtion, and a kind of ſpectre 
ot Poverty. They examine not whe- 
ther all chis, if. real, is not the effect 
of vice and ſloth; and whether indu- 
ſtry could not ſupply thoſe needs for 
Which their Alms are ask'd, in a care- 
ful tone, formed, on purpoſe, tro move 
compaſſion. Bur to eaſe this preſent 
pang in their bowels, they give at ad- 
venture, and thereby pur a thorn into 
their Con/cience® Some of the Primi- 
tive Chritians +, out of the abun- 
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dance of their compaſſion, gave Alms ande 

unwarily to many crafty Heathens, 

who knew their weakneſs, and ſerv'd &'- 
them- 
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 rhemſelves upon it, And by” this 
means, thoſe leſs prudent Chriſtians 


inc1 the Riches and the power of 
the Enemies of their*perſons and their 
Holy Religi 

Thete are many who' have either 


none of the miſeries which they feign, 
or none Which they would part with: 


In ſome, lond ſighs, and deep groans, | 


and flowing tears, and paſſionate com- 

cial. And'if they move your hearts, 
they. bave more influence npon them, 
than they have npon rheir own. 


pity., one feign'd himſelf dead, and 
the other ſtood weeping and monrn- 
ing over him. There are' many who 
are reconciled to very ill circumftan- 
ces, as pretences to beg with. They: 
would not part with their Uleers , 
their Scars, their Crwtches, leſt they 
part with their idleneſs and their Alms. 
By ſuch ways they extort that from 
the tenderneſs of mens hearts, which. 
the firmneſs of their reaſon would 
have preſerved'from abuſe. Bur, alas ! 
"This Charity which ſpringeth _ 

ff uca: 


laints, are all counterfeit and' arti- | 


It is 
IS 20x ©:- aid of two Beggars * who had a de- 
el. Hiſt. ſign: upon the Charity of Epiphbanize 
Ek 2; c..27+ Biſhop of Salamine; that, to move his 
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ſuch foft temper” as carmot 'Bedr up 
againſt any thing thar looks"Iike Tra- 
gedy, does nor” deſtrye"rhe ame of 
that Grace; nor ſhall it have to" re- 
ward. For it gives indiſcteetly for its 
own eaſe, and not to pleaſe God in the 
relief of juſt neceſſities. If this fooliſh 
compaſſion may be called Charity, the 
weeping at diſaſters of perſons in Ro- 
mance, may challenge the name of 


5 Chriſtian pity. 


Theſe means, then, let us diligent! 
uſe , that-the- wiſdom of our minds 
may guide the liberality of our 
hands. 

So fhall we juſtifie onr (elves to our 
own reaſon ; þ ſhall we beſt promote 
the common good ; ſo ſhall we imitate 
the great and all-wiſe God, who 
good and _ and does all things 
in number and weight and megſure. So 
ſhall we provide for our ſelves, bags 
which wax not old, and lay up for our 
ſelves an enduring treaſure in the Hed- 
wens, and find mercy in that day, when 
we ſhall ſtand in the greateſt need of 


it. Having -in our life time. ſhewn 
diſcreet compaſſion to the Latars 
who are -fit objets of it, wwe ſhall, 
when we die, be reccivedwimo the 
boſom. 
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boſom of the moſt bleſſed Feſaw, To 
whom , with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be given all Honour for ever. 
Amen. 


FINTIS. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


® HE Author of this Sermon, finding that 
many Excellent Tracts were larely come 
forth about the Rule of Faith, (ſuch as, 1. the 
Diſcourſe of the certainry of Faith in Anſwer 
to F.$. 2, Scripture and Tradition compared. 
3. The Council of Trene examin'd ; the firſt 
Chapter of which Book ſhews, that Tradition 
is not a Rule of Faith equal with Scripture. 
4. An Anſwer to the Addreſs of the Miniſters 
of the Church of England, ſhewing that all 
things neceflary are contained in Scripture. 
5. The Preface to the Book of Reginald Peacock 
a Romiſh Biſhop,who notwithſtanding, wrote 
thar Book tro prove the Scripture to be the 
Rule of Faith.) 

Did judg ir fit ro defer the publiſhing of 
the Tract he had prepar'd, about the Rule of 
Faith, for ſome time ; and the rather,becauſe 
thar which the Roman;ſts have publiſhed late» 
ly abour this Argument, has by the weakneſs, 
of ir, confirmed many in the belief of the 
Proteſtant Rule, who were a little mov 
with theic Boaſts, betore they had heard, and 
conhader'd their Arguments. 
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